
Why Is Carbon So Important?

• Organic vs. Inorganic in Chemistry

– Organic refers to molecules containing a 

carbon skeleton

– Inorganic refers to carbon dioxide and all 

molecules without carbon



Why Is Carbon So Important?

• Carbon atoms are versatile and can form 

up to four bonds (single, double, or triple) 

and rings

• Functional groups in organic molecules 

confer chemical reactivity and other 

characteristics



Organic Molecule Functional Groups

• Functional groups are specific groups of 

atoms within molecules that are 

responsible for the characteristic chemical 

reactions of those molecules 




