From Atoms to Traits






Scientific American

January 2009

Answer these questions on a separate piece of paper (typed or hand written).

1. Why is variation an important element of Darwin’s theory of Natural Selection?
2. What is “blending inheritance” and how was it disproved (two examples)?

3. How might “spontaneous variation” arise?

4. What regions of the DNA are more prone to mutation?

5. Explain one non-human example of the molecular basis of variation of phenotypic traits.

6. Explain one human example of the molecular basis of variation of phenotypic traits.

