Video:  Why Sex?



Name _______________________________
Answer the following questions while watching the video, Evolution: Why Sex?

1. Do the lizards reproduce sexually or asexually?  How do you know?

2. What is the “biological imperative”?

3. How are the different populations of minnows’ environments kept separate or isolated from one another?

4. Why is sex an advantage for an organism such as the minnows in Mexico?

5. After the drought in Mexico, why were the sexually reproducing sex dying at a higher rate than the asexual (cloned) fish?

6. Sex generates variation.  What is the benefit to variation in a world dominated by competition?

7. What is sex “all about”?

8. What is the “strategy” for sperm?

9. Why do females have to be choosy?

10. Who first recognized the evolutionary significance of sex?

11. What are disadvantages of the male peacock’s large tail?

12. Name some features, other than obvious sex organs, that are different in males and females.

13. What male behavior in songbirds positively affects the success of offspring?

14. How do female chimps protect their young against INFANTICIDE (the killing of another male’s offspring by the competing male)?

15. Why did the woman smell the guys’ undershirts?

16. What trait or characteristic do some scientists believe our ancient ancestors “sexually” selected for?

17. What ARE genes actually?

18. Why is sexual reproduction important from an evolutionary standpoint? (What does sexual reproduction do?)
19. How are the offspring resulting from sexual reproduction different from the offspring resulting from asexual reproduction?

