What Is a Species?




Name:  ____________________

CLASS NOTES:
	TERM
	DEFINITION
	EXAMPLE

	Biological Species


	
	

	Cline


	
	

	Ring Species


	
	


LIMITATIONS:

· Extinct species

· Asexual reproducing species

READING:
What is a Species?

Scientific American, June 2008

1. What does the wolf species debate tell you about the nature of taxonomic groupings and distinctions?
2. Why are taxonomic distinctions more difficult today than they were in the past?
3. What was Linneaus’s contribution to taxonomy?
4. What were Darwin’s views on the definition of the term species?
5. List examples from the article of ways members of an existing species can become isolated from each other.
6. How did Mayr define species?  What is this now known as?
7. List and explain three examples of organisms that may not fit the “biological species concept”.
8. Describe the “phylogenic species concept.”  
9. What are the benefits and downsides of the “phylogenic species concept?”  
10. In what notion are all species concepts grounded?
11. Based on what characteristics have microbes been grouped into “species”?
12. What is an “ecovar?”

