Paleoanthropology
	Paleoanthropology is …..




	MISCONCEPTION
	REALITY

	Human ancestors were chimpanzees

	

	Human evolution is like a ladder with a series of steps leading directly from an ancestral hominoid to Homo sapiens.


	


The Modern View…
A modern view of human evolution maintains that it has occurred as a series of adaptive radiations.
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A change of environment…



   A selective pressure
	· Human ancestors of __________ million years ago were still tree dwellers.
· About ______million years ago, the Indian plate collided with Asia and thrust up the _____________________ range. 
· The climate became ____________ and the forests of what is now Africa and Asia contracted.  The result was an increased area of _____________ habitat, with fewer trees
· There was then an evolutionary modification of arboreal adaptations to a new way of life, walking on the ground in more open habitats. 
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Why Hair Reduction?






 Why Bipedality?
Major Features of Humans
1. Bipedality

2. Nakedness
3. Reduced sexual dimorphism

4. Lengthening of the childhood

The 1st Radiation





The 2nd Radiation








The 3rd Radiation





The 4th Radiation








