The Private Life of Plants




The Birds and the Bees
1. What is the source of “hay fever”?
2. How are the flowers of grasses and hazel adapted for wind pollination?

3. Why is pollen regarded as male?

4. What is the function of flower petals?

5. Throughout the video, many flowers are featured that have both male and female parts in the same flower or on the same plant.  Create a list of ways that the plants reduce or prevent self-fertilization.

6. Why are bird-pollinated flowers often red and scentless?

7. How does Columnia attract hummingbirds to small, inconspicuous flowers?
8. Describe the features of Protea flowers that suit its pollinator, the bush mouse.

9. What types of animals serve as pollinators for plants?

10. What types of rewards do flowers offer their pollinators?

11. What is an example of a plant that does not offer a reward to its pollinators? 

12. Describe the relationship between the tropical fig tree and the wasp.

13. How does the dead horse arum attack pollinators?

14. Why does the giant Amorphophallus titanium have such a large flower?

